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SERMON NOTES
Living Out the Gospel

 opening prayer 

Ask Holy Spirit to transform our minds, reshape our
habits, and give us the courage to offer our whole lives
as a living sacrifice. 

Pray for deeper connection in community.

Belief Drives Behavior. Theological conviction directly
shapes practical living. Right belief is designed to manifest
as right action.

The Battle is in the Mind. Transformation avoids the
extremes of pure emotion or mechanical duty. It requires a
renewed mind shaped by intentional, everyday decisions.

Faith is Not Insular. True transformation happens in
community, not in isolation.

Sustaining Disciplines. Hope, patience, and prayer act as
anchors that maintain spiritual vitality when living out faith
becomes costly.

Beholding Brings Transformation. Lasting change does not
come from self-manufactured effort, but by fixing our eyes on
the glory of Jesus (2 Corinthians 3:18).

 overview 

Romans 12:1-21
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Think of a time when you knew something in theory but
then had to actually do it in real life for the first time?



Having constructed a thorough theological foundation in
chapters 1 through 11, Paul now calls believers to present
their whole selves as living sacrifices to God, compelled
not by religious duty but by the mercy of God already
extended to them. 

The sermon emphasises that genuine transformation — the
metamorphosis Paul describes — comes not through
passive theological reflection alone, nor through mere
emotional experience, but through the renewing of the
mind, which is activated and solidified through practical,
community-oriented acts of obedience.

Modern neuroscience actually echoes what Paul is saying:
the behaviors we repeatedly choose physically reshape
our brains, carving new neural pathways over time.
Transformation is not just a spiritual event we wait for; it is
something that happens as we make small, consistent,
faith-filled decisions in the company of others.

Our faith was never meant to be a private, internal affair. It
has hands and feet, and it reaches everyone we cross
paths with.
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 go deeper 
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 application 01 

Memorise a verse from Romans 12. 

Identify one recurring thought this week that does not align
with what God says about you or others. Each time it
surfaces, consciously replace it with a truth drawn from
Scripture.

These verses function like arrows in a quiver, ready to be
used when the moment calls for it.



Start carving a new path. 

Identify one small opportunity this week to choose
generosity, humility, or patience over self-interest. Start
small and notice what happens.

Gratitude to the Lord for His continued mercy. 

For patience in whatever tribulation you are facing, and
a constant posture of prayer throughout your day.

For Holy Spirit to lead us out of our comfort zones, and
move our group into practical, worshipful, community-
shaped faith.

 closing prayer 

CHURCH
NEXUS

Living Out the Gospel Ps Elijah Neibling

 application 02 

 discussion 

Romans 12 begins with God’s mercy, moves into surrender
and transformation, and then flows into how we treat others.
What does this progression teach us about the relationship
between what we believe, how we live, and how we relate to
people?

1

2 Nothing in Romans 12:3-21 is insular. Every practical
instruction Paul gives involves other people. Why do you think
community is so essential to personal transformation? 

3 Ps Elijah used the image of walking a new path through a
forest. The first few times it is uncomfortable and overgrown,
but the more you walk it, the clearer it becomes. When you try
to start a new habit or change a routine, what is usually the
biggest obstacle that trips you up—is it the initial discomfort, a
lack of consistency, or trying to change too much too fast? 


